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effedually guard him againft taking Cold 5 which he 
has found fo far to anfvver, that he is now able to 
go 500 Miles with lefs Hazard of Cold, than he could 
go 20 before; and he has never had what he can 
ftriCtly call a fore Throat fince. 


II. A 'third * Account of the Diftemper among 
the Cows ; by C. Mortimer, M. 2). Fel¬ 
low of the Royal College of Phyftcians y 
and Secretary of the Royal Society, 
London. 

Read Jan. q | "\U RING the Chriftmas Holidays, 
LJ we f ent f° r fome Milk, as ufual, 
from the Vineyard in St. James's Park ; none of 
the Cows belonging to that Houfe having as yet 
caught the Diftemper, tho’ three had already died in 
the Park: We ufed Part of the Milk for Choco¬ 
late, and fet Part by for Cream for the next Morn¬ 
ing : The Milk had a rank fourifh Smell and Tafte 
like rank Butter 5 the Cream next Morning was 
more fo : We boiled the Milk, which did not curdle 5 
fo we ufed the Cream with Tea, tho’ the Tafte was not 
very agreeable. The Milk boiled curdled in the Tea; 
neither any of my Family, nor a Friend who drank of 
it, found anylnconvenience from it. Upon fending 
the Morning following for more Milk, the People 
refilled felling any, faying, one Cow was taken ill. 


* See the Firft and Second Account in 'hefe TrattfoffimK*. 477. 
p. 532 and 549. 
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and another was near dry *. This was the Cow whqfe 
Milk we had had, and fhe died in 48 Hours. Next 
Day another fell ill, and was knock’d on the Head 
by the public Officer, in about 48 Hours after her 
being feized. I had the Curiolity to fee this Cow 
opened, which was done the next Day but one. The 
Inflammation in general in this Creature was greater 
than what I had before feen in any of thofe which 
died of the Diftemper: This Cow had been blooded 
about three Weeks before fhe was taken, and once 
as foon as taken: The Cawl was greatly inflamed, the 
Paunch inflamed, and the inner Coat peeled off,efpe- 
ciallv that of the \_Abomafum\ Faidle; the Guts were all 
inflamed; the Liver was much inflamed in fome Parts, 
in others was turned livid j the Gall-bladder was very 
large, and the Gall very liquid : The Lungs adhered, 
in many Places, to the c Pleura , were greatly inflamed, 
and turgid with Blood, and were in many Places 
quite black 5 I did not find any of the watry Blad¬ 
ders on the Surface of thefe, as 1 did on all the others 
I had feen opened. 

Here’s an Inftance of the mod furprifingly quick 
Progrefs of this Diftemper, and to fuch a violent 
Degree, that I do not think it in the Power of Me¬ 
dicines 


* I fent for fome of the Milk of the fick Cow, after /he had been 
about 12 Hours ill: They could not get above two Ounces,iwhich was 
as thick as Cream, and yellow like Cheefe: It curdled, being put 
into Bohea Tea next Morning. In about three Days keeping, it 
turned of itfelf into a Subftance like Cream Cheefe, without (epa 
rating any Scrum. In eight Days it dried away to an hard cheefy 
Subltance, and in fourteen Days became quite dry, like the Rind 
of Gloucejler Cheefe : ‘ it f'.nd; j,ke rank Butter at fit ft, but never 
corrupted or flunk. 
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dicincs to have prevented Death 5 but I think this Cafe 
is ftill a further Confirmation of the Neceflity of plen¬ 
tiful Bleeding as foon as a Beaft falls Tick, efpecially 
if a Shortness of Breath enfues: This Cow was not 
come to the Stage of Purging. 

From the Diftcmper getting into the ‘Park , I 
think there is Reafon to conclude it cannot arife 
folely from any Fault in the Food, becaufe the Paf- 
ture is always good there, and, from the green: 
Number of Horfes, always kept low; and the S' : i 
never dunged or manured; and the Cows have 
Plenty of Hay in Winter. How it got into the 
Park is very ftrangc; there having been no frdh 
Cows brought in there fmee JVelJh-Fair in Angafi. 
And this is further very obfervable, that tho’ this 
Diftcmper feems fo very infectious among the 
Cow Kind, yet I do not hear any of the Deo have 
fallen ill; which is much more likely to happen to 
them than to the Horfes, becaufe they chew the 
Cud, thefe do not. I humbly therefore fuggeft, whe¬ 
ther it would not be the mod likely means to put a 
Stop to the fpreading of the Diftemper, to forbid any 
Cows or Calves, being brought to Market, to be 
fold alive, or that any Farmers fhould buy in any frefli 
Cattle for fix Months, or till it is found, that the 
Diftcmper is intirely ccafcd ; and that all fat Cattle 
fhould be kept carefully feparated from the Cows 
and Calves, and that under fevcrc Penalties. 


An 



An Appendix to the foregoing Paper. 

U PON my reading the foregoing Paper, fome Gentlemen pre- 
fent favoured the Company with the following Informations 
and Remarks. 

Mr. Theobalds , a worthy Member of the Society , and a diligent 
Obferver of remarkable Occurrences, informed the Gentlemen 
prefent, that the firft Infection of this dreadful Diftemper among the 
Cow-Kind was brought over from Holland ’, in April 1745. by means 
of two white Calves, which a Farmer at Poplar near London fent for in 
order to mix the Breed ; and that the Infection was got to Maidenhead 
in Berkjhire , by two Cows brought out of Effex, and fold at the Fair 
there: That there was obfervable a very difagreeable Smell in the 
Clothes of Perfons, who had been very converfant with fick Cows j 
and that the Infe&ion had been propagated by means of Sheep, who> 
it is prefumed, carried it in their Wool. Upon the Mention of this 
Scent in Clothes, I remarked, that Dr Eokb, in his late Book inti¬ 
tuled, Letters relating to the Plague, and other contagious Ttifiempers, 
London 1747. in Xvo. in his Letter to John Milner Efq; p. 388. re¬ 
commends to Perfons converfant about fick Cows to wear a Linnen 
Garment (over their other Clothes) wetted with a Mixture of Salt 
and Vinegar; and, ibid. p. 383. he gives many prudent ufeful Rules 
to Farmers for the Management of their fick Cattle 

Dr. Parfons, another ingenious Fellow of the Society , faid. That 
the Cattle in the high Grounds about Hampfiead, Highgate , Millhill, 
and Hembdon , had hitherto remained free from the Infection; but 
that it had fpread all about in the lower Grounds. 

Me-Hoffman,* learned Dani/h Gentleman prefent at this Meetingjfaid, 
This Infection was firft carried into Denmark by raw Hides of Cattle 
dead of this Diftemper, rubbed with Wood Alhes, in order to preferve 
them fit for tanning, which were brought from Flanders : That fome 
Cows fickened in a few Days alter the Unpacking of thefe Hides 
in Denmark-, and that they have loft above 50,000 Headot Cattle 
in that Kingdom. 

At another Meeting, Mr. Collinfon, a Member greatly deferring 
of the Society, acquainted the Company prefent, that a Farmer in 
Effex, who had the Diftemper among his Cows, invited a neigh¬ 
bouring Farmer to come and a (Tift him in giving Drenches to 
fotnc of his fick Cattle; the good-natured Man went accordingly, and 
fpent beft Part of the Day with his Neighbour, to lend him his Help 



m his Diftrefs, little dreaming of what ill Confequence this freindly 
Ad was about to prove to himfelf: for, being fo many Hours con- 
v? riant with the difeafed Cows, fo much of the in tedious Effluvia ad¬ 
her’d to his Clothes, that, as he was walking home, which was about 
a Mile and half, his Way lying thro’a Field in which.feveralof his 
own Cows were feeding, he no fooner enter’d the Field, but the Cat¬ 
tle all left off their Grazing, ran to the farther End of the Field fnort- 
ing and flinging up their Nofes, fticwing the greaccft Uneafinefs at 
their Mailer’s Approach, and endeavouring, as much as poflibly they 
could, to avoid him, as tho’ they fmelt fomethirig very difagreeable ; 
and io indeed it proved to them, for the very next Day many of fhem 
fell fick, and died in a few Days. 


A certain Cow-keeper in To thill Fields, had 30 Cows, 

out of which Number 4 only have furvived; 2 never took the Infec¬ 
tion, one had it and recovered ; and he a (lured me, that one had the 
Diftemper four feveral times ; for that, as fo on as fhe was well for a 
Week or ten Days, flie rehpfed, and went thro’ all the Stages of the 
Difeafe, but now continues well. 

Tt\ St. James's Park are kept lew: nteenCows, of which Number four 
were bought in new at WelfflPair; out of thefe eleven are dead • 
four never had the Diftemper, and two recovered from it. Thefe 
^re the Cows which were fo plentifully blooded, mention’d in my 
former Paper, N°. 477. p.552. and one of them, then laid to be 
very big with Calf, being recovered, went the proper Time, 
hnd a living Calf, and is well and thrives: Indeed they knock’d fbe 
Calf on the Head, becaufe they wanted the Milk. 

I am informed, that a Farmer at Little Chelfea , who had but ten 
Cows, has not had any fall fick, tho 5 his Neighbours had Cows fick all 
around him. His Management was, not to let any of his Cattle have 
any Communication with his Neighbours; to keep them within 
Doors, littered like Horfes with clean Straw; to feed them with good 
Hay, and give them Plenty of clean Water to drink; to turn them 
out every Day at Noon into his Yard to air themfelves; and, in the 
mean time, to cleanout the Cow-houfe carefully 3 removing all the 
Litter, wafhingthe Pavement clean with a Birch-broom, laying clean 
Litter, and keeping them warm a nights. 



As a contagious Diftemper among the Cow-kind is no new thing, 
I thought proper to look into the Auaores de re rujlira j bur find none 
fofull in the Account of the Peftilence among Cattle as Columella, is, 
in Lib . vii. cap 5. He advifes, as foon as any Signs of an infediious 
Diftemper are perceived, to drive the Cattle immediately into a dif¬ 
ferent Air, at as great a Diftance as can conveniently be done^ to 
Separate the fick from the found ; and that there fhouid be no Inter- 
courfe between them, left: the Infection be carried the found. 
If thefe Cautions only were religioufty obferved by our Farmers, I 
think there is Reafon to hope the Contagion would foon be extin ■ 
guifh’d. I fhouid advife the building feveral fmallHutts with Faggots 
and Broom, at a Diftance one from another, in fome fallow’d Field, 
and there keep a Man conflantly to attend the lick Cattle, and to 
have every Beaft, as foon as it begins to licken, removed into one of 
thefe Hutts, as into an Infirmary ; by which means the Cow-houft: 
will be kept clear from Infection : And never let this Man go near 
the well Cattle, but keep them in the mod diftant Paftures, and let- 
them have Hutts run up likewife to fhelter themfelves under from 
the Inclemencies of the Weather, providing them with clean Straw 
to lie on. I heartily wifh we had the Experience to fay with Colu¬ 
mella, Lvincevdi funt aute?n quamvis pefliferi morbi y & exquifitir 
remediispropulfandi. He recommends a 6rench made of a Wheat-* 
Mafh made with All-heal, Eringo-Roots, and Fenel-feeds; and 
he fays he has known as an immediate Remedy, a Rowel made in the 
Ear with the Roots of the larger black Hellebore ,* and he fays, that 
Celfus advifes the pouring into the Noftriis Wine, in which Miffel- 
toe-leaves have been bruifed. 

Thefe infe&ious Difeafes have not been confined to the Cow-kind 
alone, but fometimes the Contagion has been fo virulent as to attack 
all Sorts of Brutes as well as Men. Ovid mentions a dreadful Inftance 
in his Metamorph. lib. vii. 1 . 536. 

Strage canum prima, volucrumque, oviumque, boumque* 

And ibid . 1. 538. 

Concidere infelix validos miratur arator 
Inter opus tauros^ medioque recumbere fulco. 

Virgil gives an Account of fuch another contagious Sicknefe in his 
Georgic. lib. iii* 1 . 515. 

Ecce autem duro fumans fub vomere taurus 
Concidit, & mixtum fpumis vomit ore cruorcm, 

Extremofque ciec gemitus: 
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Lucretius , mournfully defcribing the Plague at Athens , of which 
Thucydides has left us fo ample a Relation, records the infection 
being likewife ipread among the Cow-kind: See lib. vi. 1 . 1129. 
Conftmili ratione venit bubus quoque fepe 
Pcftilitas, eciam pecubus balantibus xgror. 

Soon after the Times of Conftantine the Greats one Severus San ft us a 
Chriftian Poet has left us a melancholy Account of a Murrain then 
reigning among the Cows, in a Latin Eclogue, intituled, Carmen de 
niortibus bourn , which was reprinted at Leytlen/m the Year 1715.8*. 

in the Beginning of his Poem the Author deferibes the Hidden De- 
ftru&ion that Di (temper carried with it, and the Progreis it made in 
Europe Co like what it has now done, that I believe tranferibing his 
Words will not be difagreeable. Line 13. Buculus fays 

Scis, A£gon y gregibus quam fuerim potens 3 
Ut totis pecudes fluminibus vagx 
Complerenc etiam concava valliuin, 

Campos, et juga montium. 

Nunc lapfapenitus fpes opis eft 
Et, longus peperit quae labor omnibus 
Vitae temporibus, perdita biduo. 

Curfus tarn citus eft malis> 

JEgon goes on 3 

Hxc jam dira lues ferpere dicitur. 

Pridem Eannonios y Illyricos quoque, 

Et Belgas graviter ftravit j et impio 
Curfu nos quoque nunc petit. 

We fee, by thefe Accounts of the Murrain among Beads and Cat¬ 
tle, that this dreadful Diftemper has often accompanied or preceded 
the Plague among the human Species: What Pains therefore does it 
behove Us to take to prevent the fpreading of this Difcafe among 
Brutes ? and what Warning ought Man to take, left the Peftilence 
■fhould come home to Him ? as the Poet fays above, 

Ne impio curju Nos quoque nunc pet at. 




